ENSLAVEMENT IN MARYLAND TIMELINE: 1634 - 1865

1634 
200 settlers found St. Mary’s City. Matthias De Sousa (Matt Das Sousa) arrives to Maryland aboard a ship named the Ark. As an indentured servant, De Sousa must face seven years of servitude to pay off his debts and earn his freedom.

1642 
Matthias De Sousa (Matt Das Sousa) is the first African-American to sit in a legislative assembly. In 1642 he votes as a freeman in the Maryland Proprietary Assembly. 

1663/1664 

Maryland legalizes slavery. Free white women who enter into marriage with a Black slave are declared slaves for the duration of the life of their spouse. Imported Africans are given the status of slaves for life. Maryland passes a law prohibiting marriage between white women and black men. An Act Concerning Negroes & other Slaues, Proceedings and Acts of the General Assembly, September 1663/1664
1681 

Maryland revises law establishing that children born to free black women and black children of white women would be free. An Act concerning Negroes & Slaves, Proceedings and Acts of the General Assembly, August/September 1681
1692  
Maryland passes a law requiring white men to serve seven years of indenture for marrying or having children with African-American women. African-American men who have sexual relations with white women are also penalized. The Act concerning Negroes and Slaves, Proceedings and Acts of the General Assembly, May 10/June 9 1692
1717

Marriage between white women and free negro or mulatto men is forbidden. Any white man that shall intermarry with any negro or mulatto woman, such negro or mulatto shall become a slave during life, excepting mulattoes born of white women, who, for such intermarriage, shall only become servants for seven years. Law relating to Servants and
Slaves, Proceedings and Acts of the General Assembly of Maryland, May 28 - June 8, 1717 Bacon's Laws of Maryland, V.33; Chap. XIII; V
1731 
On November 9th, astronomer and mathematician Benjamin Banneker is born to free parents in Ellicott, Maryland.

1767 
Kunta Kinte (featured in Alex Haley’s Roots) arrives in Annapolis as part of a cargo of slaves. 

1774

Duties are placed on importation of Negroes into Maryland.

1780

Daniel Coker, a Methodist minister, is born in Frederick County.
1783

Maryland prohibits the importation of slaves. An ACT to prohibit the bringing slaves in to this state, Chap. XXIII, Hanson's Laws of Maryland 1783

1789 

Josiah Henson, believed to be the inspiration for "Uncle Tom" in Harriet Beecher Stowe's novel Uncle Tom's Cabin, is born in Charles County, Maryland

1791 
Benjamin Banneker publishes the first edition of Banneker’s Almanac and aids in the survey of Washington, DC. 

1792

Thomas Brown campaigns for the Maryland House of Delegates by placing an ad in the Philadelphia based, John Dunlap and David Claypoole’s, American Daily Advertiser.

1798

Joshua Johnston, believed born 1765 in the West Indies, places an advertisement in the Baltimore Intelligencer. He is the first African American painter to receive widespread recognition.
1793
Congress passes the first fugitive slave law, Feb. 12, 1793, ch. 7, 1 Stat. 302
1806

 Benjamin Banneker dies in Maryland on October 25th.

1807/1808 

Britain/U. S. ban the Atlantic slave trade.

1818 

On February 14th, Frederick Douglass is born in Talbot County, Maryland. 

On October 17th, Author, clergyman, and abolitionist Samuel Ringgold Ward is born.

 1822
In late February or early March, Harriet Tubman is born in Dorchester County, Maryland.

1825 
Writer and abolitionist, Frances Ellen Watkins Harper is born in Baltimore to free parents.

1831

Maryland forbids the importation of slaves from other states. Chapter 323; Sect: 4, Laws of 1831
The Maryland Colonization Society forms to recolonize Maryland Blacks in Africa.

Chapter 314, Laws of 1831: An Act to Incorporation the Maryland State Colonization Society
Nat Turner leads slave revolt in Southampton, Virginia, August 21-23.
1838

Frederick Douglass escapes from slavery in Baltimore, Maryland.

1845 

Frederick Douglass’ autobiography, The Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass is published. 

1846

Rev. Charles Torrey dies in the Maryland Penitentiary. An abolitionist and Underground Railroad conductor was among many who were arrested and imprisoned for ‘aiding, enticing or assisting’ enslaved blacks to runaway.

1849

Harriet Tubman escapes from slavery

1850

The Fugitive Slave Law is passed as part of the Compromise of 1850, Fugitive Slave Act, September 18th. 

1852 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin, written by abolitionist Harriet Beecher Stowe, is published. 

1857 
The Dred Scott Decision of the United States Supreme Court denies slaves citizenship and denies Congress the power to restrict slavery in federal territory. Calvert County, Maryland native, Chief Justice, Roger B. Taney presides over the court and writes the decision. 

1857

Rev. Samuel Green of Dorchester County is arrested for “knowingly having in his possession a certain abolition pamphlet called “Uncle Tom’s Cabin”

1859

John Brown launches assault on Harper’s Ferry from the Kennedy Farm in Washington County, Maryland, on October 16th.

1860 

Abraham Lincoln is elected president. 

1861 

The Civil War begins. 

1862

Slavery is abolished in the District of Columbia

1863 

Lincoln issues the Emancipation Proclamation, which frees all slaves in the territories currently in rebellion. 

1864 

On November 1st slavery is abolished in Maryland. Maryland Constitution of 1864; Art.24. 

1865

Slavery is abolished in all of the states by the 13th Amendment. Confederate General Lee surrenders to General Grant in Virginia at the Appomattox Court House.

1868 
The 14th amendment is ratified validating citizenship rights for all persons born or naturalized in the United States,.

1870

The 15th Amendment is passed granting voting rights to all blacks.
1895

On February 20th, Frederick Douglass dies in Washington, DC.

1913

On March 10th, Harriet Tubman dies in Auburn, NY. 

1953

On April 13, 1953 Harriet Tubman’s restored home in Auburn, NY is memorialized by the African Methodist Episcopal Church.   

1988

Authorized as the Frederick Douglass Home by the National Park Service in 1962, the abolitionist’s Washington DC house is redesignated as the Frederick Douglass National Historic Site on February 12, 1988. 
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